INTRODUCTORY NOTES: SECOND EVANGELISM INTENSIVE SCHOOL
· We are now living in a time when we can see the imminent return of the Lord. For this reason it is so important that we now live wholeheartedly for the Kingdom Cause
· As I began praying for this Evangelism Intensive School the following three scriptures opened up to me

In the book of Zephaniah we read,

“Be silent in the presence of the Lord God;
For the day of the Lord is at hand,
For the Lord has prepared a sacrifice;
He has [a]invited His guests.” (Zephaniah 1:7)
In the gospel of John we read the words of Jesus,

I[a] must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work.” (John 9:4)
Finally the Apostle Paul wrote,
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”          (Ephesians 5:15-17)

· Yesterday I saw on the side of a car the words “Think Big.’ As I looked at these words I sensed that the Lord was impressing upon my heart that we too as Christians need to think big. NOT big as in building a huge ministry but big in terms of investing our life to:

i. Win many more souls to Christ, and

ii. Helping many other Christians to become mature disciples

With the key to accomplishing this being just doing what God puts on our heart to do (His will) in the days to come.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20) 
In the book of Isaiah we read, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
· It is so important also for people who have been Christians for some time to look at also passing the baton on to the next generation, by helping to disciple an empower the youth to live wholeheartedly for Christ in the times that we are now living in.
In the book of Psalms we read,

“One generation shall praise Your works to another, And shall declare Your mighty acts.” (Psalm 145:4)

The Apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy,

“And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:2)

· I will now share a few general thoughts in relation to being effective in serving others with our ministry gifts and in witnessing to and preaching to others
i. The importance of having a servant heart in all that we do and doing all things out of a motivation of genuine love

Jesus Himself said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet is shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” (John 15:13)

ii. That evangelism is all about people. That we witness to and preach to others because we have a genuine love and concern for them. That we never just see what we do as being a ministry opportunity, but that all that we do is always undergirded by our heart to see people having a life changing encounter with Jesus Christ. 
iii. The greatest is love
We need to have a genuine love for all people if we are to be truly effective in evangelism
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

Jesus was moved with compassion when He saw the multitudes of lost people

“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.” (Matthew 9:35-36)

iv. The world is full of hurting people. God has a great love for every individual person. Every person matters to God
The Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:4-7)

v. The importance of being naturally spiritual when we reach out to the lost by having a genuine care and concern for those that we are witnessing to and first getting to know a little about their life. It is so important that we also have a genuine interest in their life as we wait for the leading of the Holy Spirit to share the gospel message with them
vi. That the way that we live our life adds credibility to our witnessing and opens up doors of opportunity to share our faith with others. How we live our life is the greatest witness to our children
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.” (Philippians 2:14-15)
Jesus Himself said,

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  (Matthew 5:14-16)

vii. THAT EVANGELISM NEEDS TO BE A LIFESTYLE
· That we recognize opportunities to share our faith with others when God sends us divine appointments
· That we are simply available at all times. “And he who wins souls is wise” (Proverbs 11:30)

· We need to be flexible and prepared to change our plans as the Lord leads

· We need to learn to be Spirit led in how we live our lives
· We need to continually have a Kingdom mindset (That we are in the world but not of it)

· We need to choose to make space in our agendas to reach out to people with the love of Christ

· We need to be prepared at times to be inconvenienced (Luke 5:4-11)
· We need to be different to the people of the world and live for OTHERS in a world that is always encouraging us to look after our own self interests
(Jesus first, Others second, Yourself last)
· This is why Jesus clearly spelled out what it really involved to be a true disciple of His

Jesus Himself said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:24-27)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)

“If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:26-27)

The Apostle Paul who achieved so much during his time here on earth wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)
viii. PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT GOD’S LOVE FOR THEM

· That Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost God has a great love for all people and desires that all people would repent and call upon the name of Jesus and be saved (Luke 19:1-9) (John 4:1-42) (Luke 18:9-14)

· That Jesus did not come into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved (John 3:17-19)
· That in Christ every person can have a wonderful hope and future, BOTH in this life and beyond the grave (Jeremiah 29:11-13)

· That God is able to restore broken lives and resurrect broken dreams if a person is simply prepared to allow Jesus Christ to be Lord of all of their life (Psalm 103:2-5)
· That when we fully surrender our lives to Jesus Christ He will help us to live a life of great purpose and meaning, though not exempt from trials and challenges (John 10:10) (Psalm 37:23-25) AND
· That Jesus will never reject any person that comes to Him (John 6:37)

In the book of Psalms we read, “The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and great in mercy. The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His works.” (Psalm 145:8-9) 
ix. That being a worshipper of God and doing His will is a great key to seeing Him hearing and answering our prayers so that we can achieve great things for His glory
In the gospel of John we read, “Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.” (John 9:31)
x. We need to continually maintain a soft and right heart, especially when rejected and persecuted for our faith. We must guard our heart from the things of this world that would try and steal our affections for Christ

(Proverbs 4:23) (Luke 6:45) (Matthew 6:19-21) (Matthew 24:9-23)

xi. Our first love for Jesus is the key to maintaining a right heart and our passion for helping others to come to Christ. (Mark 12:30) (Psalm 37:4) (John 15:4-5) God has given to us as believers the ministry of reconciliation
AND
xii. We need to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit and all the fullness of God (Ephesians 5:18) (Ephesians 3:17-19) (Acts 4:29-31)
It is crucial that we always minister out of the overflow of God’s Spirit in our own life

As I contemplated the importance of this I had four immediate natural examples that helped to illustrate to me the importance of not becoming spiritually dry and empty in our walk with the Lord

· A dried up sponge in the kitchen that could not be used until it was immersed in water again
· A song on the Christian radio that related to spiritual dryness

· My petrol tank was on empty, and 

· The soap container at church was completely empty

How we need to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit so that we can be always effective and powerful in our witnessing to others, both in season and out of season
